Naloxone Policy Template
Purpose:
The purpose of this policy is to ensure that all (insert entity name) staff are able to obtain Naloxone, be trained in the administration of Naloxone, and administer Naloxone to an individual during a perceived medical emergency if necessary.
Definitions: 
Naloxone: An opioid receptor antagonist and antidote for opioid overdose produced in intramuscular, intranasal, and intravenous forms. Naloxone is specifically used to counteract life-threatening depression of the central nervous system and respiratory system. Narcan is a brand name for intranasal Naloxone. 
Opioids: A class of drugs that interact with opioid receptors on nerve cells in the body and brain. Opioids include the entire family of opiates including natural, synthetic, and semi-synthetic forms. Opioids include drugs such as heroin, synthetic opioids such as fentanyl, and pain relievers available legally by prescription such as oxycodone, hydrocodone, and morphine. 
Opioid Overdose: An acute condition including, but not limited to, extreme physical illness, decreased level of consciousness, respiratory depression, coma, or death resulting from the consumption or use of an opioid or another substance with which an opioid was combined, or that a layperson would reasonably believe to be an opioid-related drug overdose that requires medical assistance. 
Policy:
It is the policy of (insert entity name) that all current staff be trained in the use of Naloxone. Training on the use of Naloxone will be incorporated into initial employee training for all new employees and is available through the SAFE Project. 
Deployment:
The Tazewell County Health Department will supply intranasal Naloxone kits to (insert entity name). Additional or replacement Naloxone can be requested using the Naloxone Request Form located on the Tazewell County Health Department website. 
General Procedures:
1. (Insert entity name) shall designate a (Supervisor/Manager/Naloxone Coordinator) to oversee the Naloxone Administration program within each location. The Naloxone Coordinator’s responsibilities include:
a. On a quarterly basis, visually inspect all Naloxone kits to ensure they are current and unexpired and that all necessary supplies are available.
b. Contact the Tazewell County Health Department when a Naloxone kit is used or is within 3 months of its expiration date, so they may supply a replacement kit. 
b. Ensure that any use of Naloxone is documented in an Overdose Reversal and Naloxone Administration Reporting Form.
2. (Insert entity name) shall deploy Naloxone units in a wall-mountable Naloxone storage box or inside of an AED cabinet or first aid kit. 
3. Only staff trained in the use of Naloxone are authorized to administer Naloxone at (insert entity name). In administering Naloxone, staff must maintain universal precautions against pathogens and infection by using latex gloves as well as a CPR face shield or barrier if performing rescue breathing. 
Procedures for Use:
1. Recognize the Signs of Opioid Overdose:
Suspected or confirmed opioid overdose consists primarily of:
· Unresponsiveness to stimuli such as calling the victim’s name, shaking them, or performing a sternal rub
· Pale, clammy skin
· Not breathing or very shallow breathing
· Deep snorting or gurgling breaths
· Slowed heartbeat/pulse rate
· Cyanotic skin color (blue lips, etc.)
· Pinpoint pupils
Suspicion of opioid overdose can be based on:
· Presenting symptoms
· Reports from bystanders
· Staff prior knowledge of the victim
· Nearby medications, illicit drugs or drug paraphernalia
2. Respond to the Opioid Overdose
a. Immediately call for emergency help – dial 911.
b. Check the victim’s breathing. If needed, deliver first aid per your level of training.
c. Administer Naloxone per the manufacturer’s instructions.
d. If possible, begin rescue breathing for two minutes.
e. If there is no response after two minutes of rescue breathing, administer a second dose of Naloxone and resume rescue breathing until the person begins breathing on their own or EMS arrives.
f. Once the victim resumes breathing normally, place them in the recovery position, lying on their side.
g. Stay with the victim until emergency medical help arrives to take over care.
3. Documentation of Naloxone Use
· Use of Naloxone should be documented using an Overdose Reversal and Naloxone Administration Reporting Form. This form can be found on the Illinois Department of Human Services website or on the Tazewell County Health Department website. 
· Completed forms should be emailed to NarcanReporting@tchd.net. 
Legal Protections for Staff Administering Naloxone:
The Illinois Drug Overdose Prevention Program Law (PA 096-0361, 2010) empowers non-medical professionals, including family, friends, and other community members, to administer naloxone to prevent a fatal opioid overdose without risking any civil or criminal liability. Additional information about legal protections can be found here: https://dph.illinois.gov/topics-services/opioids/overdose.html. 

